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Thank you for reading the inaugural issue of The Oklahoma RevéldgtorPe o p | e
Almanac and Cultural Quarterlyl t 6 s t he wor k of many Vv
thar}l;s for bellevm in our idea and being willing to contribute to our efforts to put
Sit | nds ¥6s also appropriate for wus
we 6r e ai auiimegt fof tls project.
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From our observations as lfeng Oklahomans, there are voices in this state that

13 Labor Conquers All generally go unhearddfAnd when they are heard, 1

fi The Bi @ P®i t§t dtw dhese are not the voices of only one persuasion or arioffaditical, religious,

by James H. Bligh or otherwise. They actually represent complex identities and ideologigwey are

the voices of Okl aH aoultudesas rittpamcbderisadydeaautie u |

15 Native Beat ful as culture found anywheri and to oversimplify them is to miss them en-
tirely. We believe that this diversity of voices should have equal representation in

AJust Becauspk Th§ aW&UYdaioSt ipublic and cultural dialogt
Fits DoesnotfMean You

Shoul d Wear

a

t Ol'hlgijOJec} i ¥ot about starting a political movementt 6 s about bui

Goombi so that all Oklahomadés people can be
visions, with mutual respect for each

18 The War Desk

fiNi nety Yearfp oeOwGe| orgediged our inaugural [l ayout

tance in O Wl apfivafyadssues Bojh in the past and preséinbn the hearts and minds of Okla-

James M. Branum homads peopl e, but that generally don

ues around the stat®ur regular columns focus on issues of labor, agriculture, war,
21 and indigenous peoples, as experienced and written about by Oklahomans living

Cultural Front and working near the heart of ther@ur feature articles will change from issue to
ACul ture Wa I r iis8ue.ve@ 6vBY al so got iaest\WeFadeiivwhich tsmigishi o n
Jeanetta Calhoun Mish archival material fr omfulDieissuédswentwgeslsofto |
include an interview of interest and a calendar of use.

2 Lest We Forget

AT W o Consti thut l; eéve not assembled a compl et
Oscar Ameringer mg or Oklaho a writers who are willing to contribute to filling in our gajps.
you have an idea for a column or a fe

helping us in any capacity, please send us armad (£
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Contidleth e Edi t o

to editor@oklahomarevelator.com, or drop us a line at
P.O. Box 5029, Norman, OK, 73070.

Revelator Otherwise, we plan to have our next issue out in three

mont hs and hope youdll find
ling enough to keep watch for the next orfélease visit
The Oklahoma Revelatois published about our website in the meantime_You can _contribute to the
four times a year in Norman, Oklahoma Oklahoma Revelator project online as well
. § : ', www.oklahomarevelator.com.
Red Flag Press. We pride ourselves in bein@ a
newspaper by Okies and for Okies.

Our Staff

Editor -in-Chief
Rachel Jackson

Yours,

v

Associate Editor and
Layout Editor for Issue #1, 1st Edition

: Note from the Layout Editor: Due to the bad eco-
Jeanetta Calhoun Mish

nomic times, we had to discard our beautiful color
layout and move to a simpler (and cheaper to print)

Layout Editor for Issue 1, 2nd Edition black and white layout. This second printing of Issue

James M. Branum

#1 has pretty much the same content as the original
Issue #1 but a very different look and feel.

Thanks to Jeanetta Calhoun Mish and Mongrel
Empire Press for their contributions to making qur
first issue a reality.

- James, October 2009
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The Oklahoma Revelator is © 202809 Red Fla

Press. All contributions are copyrighted by the - We know weodve not assembled
dividual writers with rights to publish granted to tion of viewpoints, and wef¢
Red Flag Press. writers who are W|II|n_g to contribute to filling in our

gaps. If you have an idea for a column or a feature,

or youbre interested in wri

The Oklahoma Revelator any capacity, please send an e-mail to okrevela-
c/o Rachel Jackson tor@gmail.com, or drop us a line at P.O. Box 49,
P.O. Box 49 Norman, OK, 73070.
Norman, OK 73070

ADVERTISE IN THE REVELATOR

The Oklahoma Revelator accepts advertisements

both for our web portal and for the Quarterly. We

offer an innovative advertising plan on a trade and

barter system as well as a standard fee-based sys-

t em. I f youbdre intereGkiaed i
www.oklahomarevelator.com homa Revelator, you can email us; you can also

find complete information on the web at: oklaho-
marevelator.com.
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Common Ground and Oklahoma Character

By Davis Joyce is home'

Introduction | sndt t h a tBut poa &now wHat,) teSidents of
Common Ground can state it almost as eloquentiiax,

for example, one of the original four owners, said with ob-
vious passion in his intervi
of the Oklahoma characteh We coul dnét hav
Californi d@dl®dmhereaddto be a

it! 1did it in reverse, came from California to hefdaybe

Perhaps that sentence makes it obvious that this will not b? feel this more than others because my grandfather was
a traditional scholarly paper? from her e but t o me ther e

feels |Iike home!o (GIen, on
once used the expr eNMaxieeem fir
noted that he doesnoét get c

Phavle f(zjr (t)r:/er a_qtuBar':elr of a ﬁ_er:tu_ry\/e Iovle the people, | problems that just about everybody who has been to south-
e land, the quietBut I am a historian, so I promiseyoul o 't «t n Okl ahoma in the sumr

will try to keep my facts straightBesides, historical objec- R

tivity is a myllearned that fiomtHowy o 8 ' CRApR-NE Pragged.

ard Zinn many years agd.he best we can do is to be open .

and honest and up front about our biases, then proceed td € Basic Story

write the best history we can write, being true to the

sources That 6s what | 6 @ongderithis@ tMax, kisobrother Den, and their friends Arthur and Dan,
history and interpretation of Common Ground Farm, with first moved to southeastern Oklahoma in 19But Com-

an effort to relate it to the theme of the 2007 Red Dirt mon Ground as such did not yet existhey lived on 80

Nestled in the beautiful Kiamichi Mountains of southeast-
ern Oklahoma lies a little piece of Heaven called Common
Ground.

Our daughter, Elizabeth, is one of the owners of Common
Ground Farm. My wife, Carole, and | love to go there,

Book Festival, Okl ahoma Charastehey bal bedr éE€arthpot.
way, are the document s t hawas a whllealdtee whierotheZ punthased th& cuoannl@® s
history (somewhat limited, as many were destroyed acciracr es and i ncorporated as i
dentally some years back), interviews (primarily via e Don were native Texans, Arthur from California, and Dan
mail) with most of the residents and former residents, andfrom Washingtonl n Max 6s case, the n
personal experience/observatioriBy the way, Common ping out of college and loading everything in a Volks-
Ground is the real name, bwagen Hu$Somenobthe miere hersays, i eharipdrthecs/ &
l ocation and |1 &dm wusing onlgspoudes threugh invalvement i the démitidar power u a |
volved to respect their privacy.) movement, specifically the successful effort to stop Public

Service Company of Okl ahoms
Outstanding Oklahoma writer Rilla Askew wrote this as plant near Inola, east of Tulsa; others met through other

the opening paragraph of her novehe Mercy Seat channels in Tulsa, including Neighbor for Neighbor, a
coop. All four of the original guys remember what was to

There are voices in the earth here, telling truth in old sto- €Mmerge as one of the central difficulties of the residents of

ries. Go down in the hidden places by the waters, listen; Common Ground: making a livingAt one time or an-

you will hear them, buried in the sand and clayalk west other, they all worked_ln Tulsa and comml_Jted; eventually,
in the tallgrass prairie: peiobthemgosaddiobs nearky.somerkingdogWey-n ¢
stem. Stand here, on the ragged rim of a mountain in the erhauser planting trees.

southeastern cornefou can hear the sound rising on the

south wind, sifting in the dust through the crowns of theThe memori es of Maxds event:
cedars: stories told in old voices, in the pulse of blood- quent touch to all thisfil t was wonder f ul
memory; sung in the hot earth above the ceaseless thrum gieaceful, healthy environment that was free from cars and
locusts and nightbirds whillowing, beneath the faintrattle t he business of itttwabsi pere
of gourd shells. One story they tell is about longing, for arrive on a dark moonlight night to see our friends gather-
this is a place of homesicknessThe land has become ing in the lanterdit cabins, cooking and laughing to-
home now, and so the very core of this land is sorrgau g€t her . o But she al solferoe mem
can hear it longing for the old dream of itseltike this Common Ground, she says, fw
continent. This country. Oklahoma. The very sound of it (£
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outsiders assumedActually, | had never worked harder ending injustice. We encourage individuals to be politi-
preparing each dayods f ood allydctive enehp langey community,iabhdhaligh dueselvesi s
chores that go with living with no electricity or running with the philosophies of environmentalism, feminism, child
water . o advocacy, and tolerance of all races and cultures.

Arthur remembers the combination of good times and hardWe respectfully challenge our own prejudices and igno-

work involved in #fl i vBythg ddnge andihepe top aways begearaing beiles ways. to reach

time they acquired Common Ground, two women, Dannacommon ground.

(with Don) and Viva (with Dan) had been added to the

group. Arthur credits Max with creating the name Com- Powerful stuff, many of us might sizgertainly | do. But

mon Ground, and consi der s @lsosuggessive parhaps of why Common Greundars weret

to take place on this pi ec &itiajyrreggrded by manylocalsas a Buech of Rippiesgvha: o
di dnot fidt in and werenot r

Adds Don: fATo make a consdd®us choice, to act on it,

drop out and tune in, was an act of braveryalways ) )

thought that our initial exodus from California was a re- Owners/residents have come and gone over the years, in a

ver seb®wlut t@kied, likeny parents, left Okla- Pattern too complex to trac

homa in the thirties to heal a hungry bellyVe came to really no need. Some of those individual stories will

Oklahoma to heal our discontented mindsid Oklahoma  €merge as we continu&uffice it for now to say that there
nurtured us. o are currently four owners: Arthur, Elizabeth, Glen, and

Davidi notice that only Arthur is left of the original

The Mission Statement that the owners agreed to readsf:our' Also, only Arthur and Elizabeth are fuime resi-

ACommon Ground is an inten eptsooﬁ%oqnmoe%rﬂyﬂ]q]ni ty comprised

of both resident and nemsident members and own-

ers. Through this intentional community, we are commit- el g 't o a r'T‘ P ; l‘? QeSS hé p

ted to working together, t& (@/in . .C mg
978, That sum%sa"?e@w@%'e testiopis,sgme

and to sharing and preservifng. 0 fth ly a formal legal
Even that is powerful, | think, but documents that exist of the Nigh 1deals of the group, Is mostly a formal lega

further clarifying the gr §GYNgnt sudp pringiples as gommor gupersiypand cony |
Ground Philosophy Statementseé]su%lﬁowe ,ar8%r9a3$ngevea1[p%rq.ing in fu

Max, Alice, Don, Danna, Arthur, Dan, Glen, and Sally en-

Thereds also a more detail ec
that Don and Danna, Max and Alice, and Dan are no longer
. a part of Common Ground, while Elizabeth, David, and
“rom and Susan have been added to the ownership
'group. Thi's document , entitled
Common Ground, L.L.C.,0 is
cludes much legal jargon, doubtless necessary, but some of

R . the high ideals can still be found between the lines. ]
We value =each personods i nput and strive for equalit

amongst ourselves.

We are a collective group of individuals.

and the world that people can live together harmoniously
consciously, and happilyTo that end, we understand the
importance of supporting and trusting each other.

Clearly, events for Common Ground had reached a bit of a

. . L o crisis stage by June 12, 2002, when Elizabeth and Arthur
We practice conflict resolution in the group and individu- ; 4 gr essed a mess a ge to AAII

ally. In doing so, we pledge to take responsibility forre- 5 j nt er per sonal relationship:

solving conflict, whether that be in meetings or privately jhentional community relationships are waning and fad-
with another member. ing.0 Insisting that there
spected Athe individual cho
We respect nomiolence. also insisted that while AC
ti me and th core amount | e
We are dedicated to reaching group decisions throughi Nerne si dents seemed better t
consensus and understand that struggling together oves i on was t hat ANow, wi th or
issues strengthens the group. her e, the core amount i's no
really a plea for help. Though insisting that Common
We believe we are also gathered together to work towardGr ound s stil | Afviabl e and

[
e C
e f
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asking for everyoneds as s iaffdrdeanythimg, bdutrcollectivetyiamgnch of hippies invést- n

ideas. ing together could afford s«
ifsomet hing that might just v
One result of this crisis was the beginning of anew cateous !l y di d work for me, as |

gory of membership known as Common Ground Partnershot ed t hat he was fvery prou
people who participate and contribute but are not actuallyhe does not get to spend much time at Common Ground;

part of the ownership; at present there are three suichped» @ sees it, he says, as fia
ple, Lucy, my wife Carole, and myselfAnd the mostre- and enj oy . . . . 0
cent resul t, dated November 4, 2005, is a AFive Year P

This plan includes five goals; each goal is followed by ob- Elizabettilike Glen, involved with Common Ground since
jectives and fAAction St eps 1939 sdykiewas tathngs tlatocaubed hesto movVeothem:s |
an Qutreach Committee; 0 obhecwawveBatitnmcalcuudeed fmakingo
Common Ground more access.i mdn&rounaButtwhan Il cdhmeeanthie laadrisdvhen hfedl ine s
tablishment of a newsletteiG o a | number twbove WwiTohptrke pl ace. 0

parea®% ear budget and fundraising plan. o0 One of the ob-
jectives here i s -far-profitiffdunda-or e ,atteh cAausg ha hreoti s among t hos
tion, o0 which EIizabeThethilds ndg riginit || &, ovol ddstiti@ abdudhis, consee-e ms«

goal is fAConstruction of atorrte €CnméndGrosndel t ert @andrbpt By h
with attention to alternathoeg methods. o Number four i s
enhance environment al awarenesso by <c¢cleaning up junk
and trash, and performing ecological/environmental aware- . eating beans but liv

ness projects (one sutem here is the building of a laby-  nelping, sharing, and loving each other and our commu-
rinth, which is underway).Fi nal 'y, the f jft niR achriching exPeli¢hce | cannot imag-
establish O0simple cabinsdo j peedeen ftuhtouurgeh frog Ny 0dt heeX
members. o spirits and loves remain bonded, untouched by time or dis-

tance. This family, our family, is the living proof that the
Common Ground doesnodot bel opdhwe 6hose wdsee fight®re othe ®dthawlith hezer a s
once did; with only two fult i me r esi dent s, dynhrhic fAnflE svdhved from @he Meart and reaches far
viable, but also perhaps it is not as necessary with thteyond our | ittle place in t
availability now of such places as Wild Oats, Elizabeth as we have already seen, though he alsbddfhittedly for
suggested.Common Groundioeshave a membership in  greater comforts, such as running water, for himself and his
Samdés Thatwibh surely be surprising to some; it is family--still lives nearby and waxes eloquent about his
used, apparently, primarily for the purchase of needediove of both the land and the people of Common
equipment. Ground. So does his wife, Alice.She notes that though

they live and work in Dallas, they spend as much time as
As Arthur and Elizabeth concluded in their 2002 appeal forthey can at their place just two miles from their friends on
help and new ideas, C o mmo nCoramon Graudd. Writimdp in thied peiisoni, shdé doreludeasn d

alive, 0 has Achanged into &@&THdioulgedr @ mteyaniimnal .ion Dal | as
cause they feel the most at home with the gentle, laidback

The Interviews folks in Oklahoma. They will one day retire . . . there and
hopefully share this peaceful place they own with their
friends and grandchil dren in

| submitted five questions to all current and former owners
of Common Ground.Not all of them responded, but most Tom and Susan are amona those who left Common
didi enough for certain patterns to emerge, some of which u 9

seem relevant for the the meGro%ng, m.$8/kf?r gnﬁarbcﬁ eas(c;_rhs, bl"'ta'fhg% bé)tp hage
Strong, positive memories and feelingsSusan remembeérs

First, [ asked i When, how,i?agn;dsinletqtgyeodlig(ﬂttylozldl Slgerc(r)olé Se?ﬂ%”e'

volved in Common Ground3And, for those of you who ’

_ : Amor e h a memories. o Tom
are no longer a part of it, when/why/how did you end your .4 2bout how ptopb)tle @fficient in ljving with, the

relationship?)o Some of thQgegandilhd'Wolldoy datidhfig, Braging, aril Yomb-© |

tell the basic story, but others deserve fuller attention hl]mtir;% raised my confidence for beig(? aEIe to take .
m ié’ rifigs." !

hereeSays Glen: fAThe concept Cg'rgnoél¥/||f”‘dr}§Lp%r(?l(§|s§y8?%e\{haEﬁ%iegﬁt eﬁ}oulc

over the years was, 6t hat p
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helped me be aware of the importance of caring for thisArthur is more practical Community and the land are cen-
wonder ful planet and its | iralforigansweihergButdo he al so speak
simpl e answer to t he qguest
Davidds flowing response ®ooumyd @®HeasBti en®edagwounl dape
proaches eloquence. Just a small piece of it here: so far. o Being a part of t
iCommon Ground is as relecdmmged khes tpeaypeacst ijvie, wdhs
when | first became a part of itt is a place in the mind as My belief in the idea that basically most people are good,
much as a place on the mafi.is a place of possibilities decent souls and given a chance will come through for one
and health and imaginationlt is spacious and open and another. Also, the fact that diverse people, with radically
accepting. It is a place to dream, to create, to recharge. different personalities, can come together and learn to work
is larger than the sum of its parts, and will live oninthet oget her for the purpose of

hearts of all who have s pe te?Arthupssatesitdn terms®f what he wolikke to see:
AFor the future, I woul d 1|

The second question allows us to get closer to the theme gfommitment we started.People with a commitment to

Oklahoma Charactethough | hope you will agree that €a@ch ot her, committed to pre

some of what we have covered already is relevant for that

theme. The question was, fAWhatbododsdgeceémmdhVvicdieuRds respor
MEAN to you? Did being a part of it change your perspec- gave one long, flowing answeiThe part that seems most

tive on the world?How do you see the future of Common relevant here is where he boils the meaning of Common
Ground?06 As you see, thesé&rquedtidowsy &oe Thove mafuadltih
exclusive; they overlap, and so, not surprisingly, the an-dondét be afraid of hard wor
swers do as well. Thus, some individuals have already bei ng naked in the garden. o
made significant comments about what Common Ground

means to themBut here are a few moreGl en 6 s a mMkcevtopest hat Common Ground fAwi l
in a word, is ficommunity. 0 toBuwlovediones in pears to comd as antexamplecdbnmat is ¢
his perspective, he says, as he was already part of a groupossible when men, women, and children join hands for

of musicians focused on a common goal, so Commont he good of the earth and su
Ground was a logical extension of thathe future? His

greatest concern is financcdéntih: respdnBeeto thid iquegichSquoted l@isP daughten
original plan, he thinks, Rwasathedilltadsk z0bfouat CPMMOMJ Vi
generate income for the grRpepudy addfaiidet coeaybnue iant o
future, the community has to be able to provide financial that though he and his family had to move away, he hopes
support for the community outside of the individual mem- to be able to spend more time at Common Ground in the

bers. o future.
Elizabeth is the eloquent one hel@ommunity is hercen- Fji nal ly, David insists that
tr al wor d, The lakddtsellGwoeld liage.been can lifsmo n e y 0 wa s secondar y t o

enough to make her want to move to Common Ground, sh&Common Ground when he joined uB.Enj oyi ng | i
says, but she woul dndt ac tsiakhowgdgeh makidg addifferencei Beingmhet bes Htt

community.il came here when 20, whatévéer wdendegorddoald, beh§ doscicusPahd aware,

28 years noiwSe wsatursalylsy, Iilgea whalenadld irte@réted tiifhése were our shared

community has raised me. . .I.do not do well if  am  ideals. We had a perspective that encompassed more than
gone for long periods of time away from the farham  ourselves and our immediate needs, and being close to na-
spoiled by the lack of air pollution, noise pollution, crime, t ur e i nf or med our actions, 0

[and the presence of] green and fresh water, indigenous

rare plants, and more rockgytpain, d KHOWt WORIwWEE® HRs W
As for the future, fAThe 1| a Feﬂenc‘é’ With lconfinorVdrouifd, wh& pRRifivestafdhégs-d -
says.fil t will look the way i fyeslcohlosmind® bther woltid Su8rythsVahdtwak-t h-

weather, but be protected from corporate interests, an¢y ¢ s s e s |, or highs and | ows.

sheltered by our deep connection to protecting theyglevant to this question has already come @ays Eliza-
earth. Aslongasllive.Af t er that, . . pet-pO Sihiene eRVsLtS JddsiUtPi ve as|

in the air that walwhich is, of course, the only honest ggpect, is that we have successfully pulled off an inten-
thing to do with the future. tional community for 30 years in rural, Southeastern Okla-
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homa. We have done this with consensus decision makings t at e me nt i ke, wel | Il 6m ju
the whole way.No | aw suits, j ust dteenadr)s, aadd h apedr svhodekhe dngjstss t e
Eli zabeth considers AcommuiiObydousl lye athetslkee ahhearatl loft

the greatest specific positive, with perhaps the greatess ust ai n and nourish Common (
weakness being the fail ur einmypintédngetvavithtMaxg thdt the Joadefansly irs Jolenc i
for CG,0 thus |l eading to whtadi nshieeéilasslofl Wathvdsndt gortrayednega-s , 0
of folks feeling like they had to leaveélhough they might tively, as some have insisted, but positively, as people who
state it differently, virtually all respondents agreed with were strong, harevorking, determined, and who had a

this analysis. Arthuri remember, the only other ftiime strong sense of connection to the land and the family, he
resident leftcombines the community and the land intoaagr eed, and said, fAThat desc
single fnequation. o He says he remembers a meeting yea
ago in which someone said [y find Guestiod vas ifply agkihglebich respénbleht if it h ¢

ple.o Al had to disagree, 0 wdsakay Prinieitouseethe nafiebCorindod Seund and
very much both.Both the community and the plac&.ou each individualés first name

know, Community/Land. Or , Common Ground. o |t has

brought him great oy, he . A a beaut
group of people that are so committed to each other aIsoTﬁél éﬁ”dreﬁ 8f CBﬁ]&S” érbﬁr{a

sharing in such a strong commitment to such a beautiful )

piece of land.o Of course, Sgvral ofthepdult espangeRta fo dny guestigns, ade,
great positives fAthe partiS08ficyt commepty phoyt |the cyldrgn of gammen;
the annual @ASpring Flingo @PUNhRSaitds Aratphpliri:y efisT h efyg baglm g
and fellowship. Tormi a different Tom, currently a part so_glad that we touched therp with this wonderful perspec-
time resideriteven made a video a few years back thatwast | ve of the o6other waydo of

essentially a 2%ear history of Spring Fling!Arthur sees €0 mmon  Ground, with its Ar
Spring Fling, however, as not just a party, but also anfwonder ful for children. o D,
fannual reaffirmation and WekhEmeheritsh whhh&i rartii me oyns
members have accomplished and committed to in the pase N it wi th fond memories.o

as well as a nod to what I§T@3$PQAhEaBOSbti Yy +qtBRRr¥EI § |

on the financial point, he notes that since finding work Was right. In some ways, the children of Common Ground

Ground, the group built a pizza parlor in a nearby toanW€ O6ve already seen Kerraods
which still thrives. family/love/trust/beauty. By AChil dren of

Ground, 0 | et me clarify, [
Knowing that what | hoped to do was present my work some of their childhood there; obviously, in most cases, we
about Common Ground at the Red Dirt Book Festivall, anlh ave nmeto ¢ th f A r~t par és tf d at E;]g '
event [ |l i ke so much, andIk?n?’dq(wisnagysthahtathni 0s eaor\() t €
[ as

was Okl ahoma Character, e@"&ertehissp.egjheén}b% -0 axh&
theme of the Red Dirt eve$pnmop rourgjéq{nﬁm%nﬁy ?ﬁ%C anged ner perspegtive ¢
t he wor . nbecause | 6ve

What comes to your mind when you think of Oklahoma on .
character, and how, if at all, do you think Common Ground never had a perspective other than Wha_t | do nb{_mw-
relates?0 Gl eno6s BaieflgreMewingi s evel, ! %KEP%bQ' Woéjlfj réayettu_rned out d|ff(_—:-rent|y !f | had-
Oklahoma history itself, he focuses on hard work, frugal- no been a part of Pt.o
ity, and dedication to the familgnd he believes all three ) )
definitely apply to Common Ground. Elizabeth The qye_stlons | asked the children (all now adults) were
agrees.She talks about southeastern Oklahoma as in som&®ry similar to the ones | asked the adultswant to let
ways a p|ace slow to Change and behind many more popueaCh child of Common Ground Speak to all the queStlonS.
| ated areas, but also as a place where fApeople wildl st
assist you if you are stranded or in trouble no matter what. Clancey lived on Common Ground for about four years in

In Oklahoma, neighbors are neighborat Common the 80s, between about his fourth and eighth birthd&es.
Ground, we have taken that philosophy and soaked it in arsays he still thinks of the people of Common Ground as an
alternative lifestyle. Oklahoma character gone hippie, fext ended family. o0 Thoughtfu
gone heartful .o Arthur, thoilnekiadj Uosit i @I awhhoenia , h e hii &k ts
folks being tenacious, ev éeeplyentrenshed in the CommaniGrpuns appach( te y
know, i f a tornado destroys someoneds home, theyﬁémake
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community involvement where everyone was close to onelive how we choose and practice what we believe is not
another, much like | think life must have been for human- only the Oklahoma way, but the basic structure around

ity before the rise of technology and the proliferation of which our nation was built. Common Ground embraces

|l arge cities. 0 He remembertshdoadtllyi nchse. oii ncal cul abl e
domso of being raised on Common Ground, the HAidyllic
childhoodo spent roaming cthheeghbs tbhreot wepdEolamh sa
streams. He 6s concerned about pebrea pdrtwfthis lifecas IOnNG as ReocBhMemM@mber, and his
Ground. Insightfully, he connects the region being eco- experience there helped to make him who he is todtsy.
nomically depressed with Common Ground being suichac anét think of a single @Al ow
special place: Alf it had monGoundhreOkb adbimaceenne@myteit |
bl'y would not be as r emot eQOkRHbfa Ghaaetera thifkdof teeSNativet AmérigangdandC |
came up with a long |ist ehéir lodefafiity foriMotAe Eafth.| @dn say thaténbsg t h
cluding fAfamily atmospher ewho ha@engrpeiiehck ¥nd takevpart iM ehé gothgs,on &k i

versity in thinking, learning to go against the grain, envi- Common Ground certainly share this same love and con-
ronmental responsibility (before it was cool), ability 0 cern for nature. o

guestion and reason, complete freedom of expression,

breaking down of barriers, be it age, sex, color, sexual ori-gjj| remembers being in the third grade when Common
entation, religious beliefs, political beliefs, economic Ground began, and though he moved away with his mother
status. o His list of fnegaghheWsas lafer, he Insistd RetnbvBr@rfdédehid relatibndhip S
but significant: fAthe regi g comtdhicholhidilah aR@Oof| ¥&a9_0Mie¢
velopment, inadequate educational resources, and prolifihe community/family as | did in the days | ran around
eration of drug manufacturighnesagfd HEsE-B8vEOEN tOKd apOoMRe
character, Clancey says heognpfragd g |z?,v/ecr0aﬁgmeu nAmegr i
views Okl ahomans as fbackwasg dped rgyndyi Bhiillkbigh! ifes.sq B
his own image is quite ditfaraRes HAUCWHIXY nBeOPITH | W
have understated personalities and carry with them an imgj| says as he travels around the country, when he talks
mense sense of kindness and friendliness towards otherg, , oyt Okl ahoma, fApeople typi
even complete strangerS hi s, |t hink, bge isttthea Idt bf Yofks HAVE Kami® indOklahoma, and
The true o6l aid backd and odpgwn thpdhe o s pgEROTTHEIginG Y Togsi
in rural Oklahoma. o Common Ground, he thinks, fits right in.

Skye lived on Common Ground for some thirteen o yt umnoés r es ponse is long,
years. He still goes back as often as possible, and remem-nq moving. She remembers some parts of being a small
bers fondly that he fspenteprgVvYegr YatS CBMEMonS & BHUINHI aish p
waters of the swimming hole all day fishing and hunting ; g camping and never comincg
for crawdads. o Common Gr ouphf of thdi€gacP & thd ekpbriesce is tAal shél stillRd t&
of tan impact on my |ife thgdcosklohatftdalabdut teh Britvieietyeads olfl, lshe! €
about neighbors and family,ambBbBp&sRYSt ha@nghbh@"tbe%%rﬁlettl
whether technically or not mtsfifmers @ OBandmB MoreStRaMewaLlikird fny Iffe® ©
strongly about all this thaNewhyrk Git) fvBete sfelws 1iirfy WRhTher fatherr ©
participating member [of Common Ground] in the near 5 [ ¢ going to school],o0 so sl
future. o Responding to thegshl&vehth GdieafePLpérod o?@d[ﬁJétrﬁe_htVirﬁ s
negatives, Skye started wi{B|{phg amBhgnNeehell t Wi lnbsf K
proceed with the positives, which are never ending until I, 5 py where | was.O0 She esp
get tired of typing. 0 His papryelBefgami Vg, obyupOoW| 88t sl
was fAlimited financp@laudnh &hidving in Ralkify about! tHméahing8ff P ¢
ed safety, beautiful clpmBrdGidurifo? Ferii CoMfm otnh G roPuonsd tH
tive peopleo heBpyroggaphaophateabt bHRBrEl Ber my
t ful conclusi on bear|sévguq1ta|dngprlorb|éMélwitnrpoy,inn
Ground is people living off the land using harmony instead peen taught tools by professionals in which they tell you to
of force to benefit from the landl'hat is the essence of the go somewhere in your mind, somewhere you love, and
rural Oklahoma way; seBufficient practices along with  picture yourself walking there and the things you see . . .
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never fails to work! o But nakimgothingSr avorkat Cemmow t Grpund,t t
pl ace, itdés al so the peoploeeveryinteresin exampld isdhe pridciple dof eonspnsus p |
mean more than anything in the world to me and not nextthat has always been used to make decisi&us.compro-
to my family because t hey miseecannalgso He dean ds\a.neégatiier ag inrcgmpronoising |
of negatives, Autumn mentions, like almost everyone, thatyour principlesat Common Ground, some would see the
the #fAl ack of resources . .evolutionnfrand gardening t@ toopots buyirig rfrpno Iscali b
make a living. 0 But she almaa kmdrrst iaomds memiee riphkirpponal i
clashes and differences an gdle. Butbkeep thipking af thelfictiormlaloads, a&conaparid i
only one to suggest that the overwhelmingly positive na-son already made aboveéOne Common Ground member
ture of her Common Ground experience can be seeninoner ot e t hat fyou have to | ear
way as a negativefi | went to collegeoandooandi hot hewavdr t dat by
thinking that basically deep down everyone loves eachroom for the rugged, individualistic American attitude of
other and will be there for you if you need themand wili ndependent, &1 61| do what |
hold your confidences and was on your side no matter what r ehoththose approaches a part of American character,
and you could do anything with your life and there were no Oklahoma character, human nature?
prejudices and no violence and no mean people and so on
and so on. It was a rude awakening over a few yearstoL ook back a few paragraphs &
realize that most of that ds$ssemde tdfe € BEE r @ thd dhaaktérad lo
Finally, her brief comment trghdt mebtioled fegesicdly &yhCGommoh (Geotindersiddh €
| think of Oklahoma character, | think of good, dewn tinctly rural? Perhaps.In part. But in my own experience
home, honest, simple (not in a bad way) people that ar@n Oklahoma, | find many of those values in small towns as
about working hard and playing hardnd in a character  welli and even among some folks in the larger citidad,
way | think no differently of the people on Common |would argue, such values are stdlluabletoday! Rachel
Ground. o Which, I think, pJacRssr, ¢ Red Flad) Press, Ka& ®rittdne nt  transi
into....

Oklahoma is a state founded on the values, concerns and
Conclusion: Common Ground Farm and needs of rural peopleDespite the technological and ur-

Oklahoma Character (or, as the Red Dirt Pan landscape of todayos so
valuable W|s$om to offer in the L&;&d scussion of social
- Thi t

Book Festival Pr ogr aiXprovBmbnt This Widdom, ab this §odd ShdWAat

Values in an I ntenti oneahkhd Gomoku alhotmp 0 )often g
politan political climate. Any solutions to problems cur-

As | look back over what | have written, and specifically rently faced in Oklahoma found in agrarian culture and

the comments of the residents and former residents ofural traditions can get lost as a resdlt.

Common Ground, | find so much about Oklahoma charac-

teriand not just in their responses to the specific questionBut the best of those traditions must be lost; if that hap-

about Oklahoma character, but in all their respon&zes- pens, Oklahoma will no longer be fully Oklahom&ven

tain traits recur over and over again, including: love of andMike Jones, Associate Editor for tfiaulsa World while

connection to the | and (orst racsngsloymec asltlaitnegd fiaifi Schredpmpyit

to natureo), the importanche owriftaens ]l yAiYofit erandecfalnledm

broadly than just kin), community, hard work (the constantto. Just donodt TaccaKk o wiee dQkeise .toh

challenge of how to make a living), and haldy (Spring usage suggests that the term Okie has become a symbol of

Fling is just the most commonly mentioned example of thispr i de f or Okl ahomans, FPike Y

at Common Ground)Allow me to simplylist some of the

traits that showed up: bravery, restlessness, cooperatiorBack, for a moment, to the Joadsted R. Harris wrote of

optimism, perseverance, innovation, creativity, resource-them in the foreword of my new booRlternative Okla-

fulness, self el i anc e, b eb amgk ,fog efnrt hbees Thd Gadpes of Wratts about good, hardiorking,

tenaciousness..It goes on and onl am aware, of course, sturdy people trying their best to keep body and soul to-

that some of those are redundant, different ways of sayingyether in harescrabble times and conditions over which

the same thing.l am also aware that some of them seemt hey had so | ittle control .

contradictory. And certainly some of them can cutboth i n di fferent ti mes, i snot t

ways, so to speakHave you ever thought of that€om- Ground is about also? wrote, in my proposal for the Red

promise, for example, can be seen as a positive, away obirt f esti val , that @AThe Joads

(&
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they were NOT stupid/worthless, but rather strong, deter-the character of the state is related to the character of the
mined, survivors, with a strong sense of connection to fam-music. A Okl ahomadéds music is dif
ily and to the Il and. o (1 vhecausa ofithe spirittoh lwotherltoednaad therclwaracter of e
version in which Grandpa holds a handful of dirt and lets itthe peopléa statewide character at least partly forged by
sift out through his f i ng etheshardshipsian ghalléngds 6fshe Grgat Deprasdion of the

good, but ités mine! 0 Of cloautreseg2Opsarandofd 3tOhse, ierxacancye rtbh
that it wasnot his dirt, since he was a sharecroppeind Dust Bowl. In order for people to survive, thiegt least
t hen | wr ot e: AThough t he magnbtieemlsarnedfthatGleynimo to takercarer of dne

were shunned and considered suspect by the locals wheanother, to share what they had, to understand that every-
they began their enterprise over 25 years ago, they havene was in it together, and if something happened to one, it
now worked their way into the community; | believe that is could happen to all of themThe idea is that a sense of

because they share some of those Oklahoma valesh personal social consciousness is carried like a cultural

their common ownership of the land is related to the think-k-me mory i n the minds and hea

ing of the original Oklahomans$stNaDi Ww oAmer iecveemn trre lbaets
cifically to the antinuclear power movemémwhich, re-

Rilla Askew contributed an essay to a recent volume fromme mber , brought many of Comn

the University of Oklahoma Press entitiédices from the  dents together. He quotes John Cooper, of the popular
Heartland Appearing in the section of the book on Okl ahoma band the Red Dirt
fiSooner Spirit,o she call hihgderessapmetMomes Armefra rcragmc
She noted that after the Oklahoma City bombing it becameDirt music] even went to Washington during a [1979] rally
common for people to ref erandsangopine Gapitel sieps iafeont af AGHEOrpEIple. 6 s
Heartland. o But Askew wr i tWasahugeaationdl protest,eand there¢ waga big gantngept
the idea right but the anatomy wron@his state that has from Stillwater and the Tulsa area because of Black
long been a cipher and mystery and, like an illegitimate FOx. That was a real galvanizing time for Red Dirt, be-
child, unclaimed by any region, is not the heartland; it is cause it brought a lot of people from the antke move-

the viscera, the underB&sl |l penthenteryhgutmusedi ct he Weal i
it getting too carried away to suggest that Common Grounde s capi sm and Woody Guthriebo
is somewhere close to the gut of Oklahom@ne objec-  into the musical forms of the day, became the philosophi-
tion some might make to that suggestion is that the politi-cal and spiritual influences on the developing Red Dirt
cal views of Common Grounders tend to be -left S t y°I Bscagism and social conscienbeth are heard on
leaning. But those objections, | suggest, would be likely to Common Ground.

come from those unfamiliar with our stateds l ong an
proud progressive traditiond. like to refer to people ke Harry Meni g wrote of Ok emah
Elizabeth (of Common Ground), Rachel Jackson, Woodyt o wn , that it was fAin a sen

Guthrig and, dare linclude myseffd s fAr adi c al erdIrom its pemplerhé learned music, charity, hatred, vio-
otsodo (or Amatriots, 0 peTohapsncien bhe mase of GBaénreedfoamen

be in touch with our radical roots is also to have a sense ogelfs ur vi v al t hr c®u@mmon Groymckis a t i
place, and a sense of pride in Oklahonmauring the Cen- st i | | fgetting along. o

tennial year, while | always tried to understand and respect

the desires of many of our Native American citizens to Ma x |, in his interview, ref e

avoid celebrating, there are some things in our past | do f Common Ground and Arthur
celebrate. | celebrate Oklahoma populism, progressivism, Clearly, both are needed\nd perhaps, as long as both are
socialism, civil rights pioneers, amtiar activists, advo-  preseritremember, they are the only two fiilne resi-
cates for womenods eAndlackle-t ydents®ff Cdrinfon @réuhdi I&Eonsors Ground will sur-

brate Common Ground Farm. vive, and we will still be able to say:

John Wooley, in his recent bodkiom Blue Devils to Red  Nestled in the beautiful Kiamichi Mountains of southeast-
Dirt: The Colors of Oklahoma Musicsuggested that ern Oklahoma lies a little piece of Heaven called Common
AMusic seems to be a part Gofindt he peopleds lives ther
Okl ahoma], mor e SO0 t han i n ot her states. 0 Actually,
quotes Capitol Records Nashville executive Buzz Stone
saying that. Certainly music is a vital part of Common  _
Ground Farm, especially the annual Spring Fling, wher |
one of the rituals is music around the campfardin the L\
shed (with full amplification!). Wooley also suggests that *

/;\g—-’ Article Endnotes can
| be found on page 20.
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FARM REPORT: Three Springs Farm

by Emily Oakley and Michael Appel

-
. . \ ¥ ‘~
As you approach our house on the driveway leading u ‘\ ‘I
from the creek, you will notice a sign tied around a locus
tree with baling wire th
Areao. Whil e our farm ma
jungle to those who prefer manicured lawns, it is in fact
lush growth of grasses, trees, and vines providing habits
to a wide assortment of wildlife. As smaltale organic
vegetable farmers, a major aspect of our approach to su
tainability involves our commitment not just to the land
on which we grow crops, but also to the edges, hedg
rows, and lands left fallow that comprise our tweatye
farm.

Our property is divided into two tescre parcels. One
tract includes our home and barn, and the other is eNp,qeis of agriculture, but it is the foundation of our phi-
closed by a deer fence and is where our production f'eld%sophy of farming with a light touch.

are laid out. As part of our involvement with the Okla-

homa Natural Areas Registry, we have pledged to fostek g, might wonder if all of this open space creates a
native habitat on all of the land surrounding our houseproblem for us with bunnies, turtles, and other hungry

and barn (save for a small mowed area of lawn 10 pren4 cyrious critters eating our crops. While they are pre-
serve our relationship with our neighbors) and to_k_eepsem’ the damage they do is generally minimal compared
wild those areas near our fields that we are not tilling. ith the volume of crops we grow. We would rather suf-

The entire teracre field plot is surrounded by a fifteen  ¢o 3 fewy pites in the tomatoes and get to see a covey of
foot wide hedgerow where we have planted short leafq, 5j jiving off in the grass next to the field. Instead of

pines as a windbreak and left the grasses, blackberrie%eing at war with wildlife, we see the profit they bring
our farm.

roses, grapes, and wildflowers to grow undisturbed. A
parcel between two of our fields which is too undulating
and wet for tractor work is also being left unmowed. Here g qficia) insects, like bees, love roving the wildflowers

we have planted black walnut, red oak, and redbud. Oughq rees for nectar and pollen. Friend and fellow farm-
goal of maximizing conserved land and minimizing pro-

ductive ground may seem countetuitive to traditional

rsoéo mar ket vendor , Linda |
has two hives at our farm. Linda makes soap, salves, lo-
tions, and a host of other body care products from her
honey and beeswax. With her business growing, she
needed a new place to settle additional hives as her home
in West Tulsa had all she could support. She liked the
idea of bringing her bees out to our farm since we grow
organicaly s he doesnot have to v
bringing pesticides back to the hives and contaminating
them with residue.

When Linda first approached us with the idea of moving
hives out to our farm last year we thought it sounded
amusing. We figured we would get a little extra boost in
production from increased pollination and Linda would
get a healthy place to nurture her hives. The hives are
situated in the middle of our wildlife area under some
shade trees. Over the course of the spring, summer, and
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now fall, we have enjoyed watching them wake up in theyields. There was no end to the squash and cucumbers

morning, cruise the fields during the day for flowering filling up our harvest crates this summethe bees were

plants, and bed back in for the night as dusk falls. Havingtruly busy at work.

bees seemed like a quaint and fitting addition to the farm.

This past season we finally cultivated a Aiewnd appre-  Our natural areas have proven to be more than a philoso-

ciation for the bees6 abi Iphidalip&leneapn ttiey tare eyéneratingorévenueoamd & u
broader vision for farming with nature as an ally, not an

Many of our summer crops are pollinated by inscts enemy.

melons, watermelons, cucumbers, and squash to name a

few. This season, the fields came alive, buzzing with beePhotos courtesy of Three Springs Farm

activity. In fact, at times it seemed the rows were going to

levitate and take flight. All of those 50,000 bees living in

each hive amazed us by their ability to increase our

www.oklahomarevelator.com
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Labor Conquers All:  The Big Picture pPart One

By James H. Bligh 1 Unions give employees a voice in the workplace,
allowing them to complain, shape operations, and
Factory, construction site, office, airport, oilfield, and push for change.

school, and municipalitythe list goes on. What do these

all have in common? Labor. Each of these places cannot § A unionized workforce can and will speak up
operate without a woman or man performing a job. Those  about operations, leading to improvements that will
that view labor as just a commodity, just another part of  |ead to increased productivity.

the process, fail to understand the bigger picture.

o _ 9 Higher pay pushes employers to find better ways
With improved technologies, safety programs, and pro-  to lower costsmew technology, increased investment,
duction methods, such as i wadbktterimBhademedt!r not harder, 0

businesses, especially large corporations have been able
to produce more and better quality products. Most, if not ¢ yUnjon employees get more training, both because

all c_)f the improvements, come from the workforce, the. they demand it and because management is willing to
subject matter experts, who go above and beyond their jhvest more to get a return on higher pay.

basic job descriptions. The ultimate effect of these things  (adapted from Economic Policy Institute)

is more profit for the company. It only stands to reason,

that i f the companyods pr qQfibnt meMberstip dhtiodaly isl Betvdel ight Arfd -
wages should be increasing as well. twelve percent. Here in Oklahoma, the Bureau of Labor

) . _ Statistics reports union membership as 5.4% for 2005 and
Without increasing wages, people have had to borrowg 494 for 2006.

from lending institutions to survive. At least seventy per-

cent of our economy is based on you purchasing itemsrhe |argest travesty of not paying your workforce what
that you either need or want. Relying on credit cards tothey are worth is that it ultimately affects the entire na-
make up for low wages is not the answer. Credit cardtion, When the greed of those in the positions that stand
companies will loan you money, and continue loaning g gain the most profit is allowed to manipulate_opinion
you money, knowing full weddlegisiatbd the dslnfalof ah @ddnorhi@shstetn is B2 K
a payment they will raise interest rates and charge latghe norizon. The single most important section of the
fees to increase their bottom line. With inflating real es- gemographic should be given the fuel to power the ma-
tate prices, people could borrow against their homesgchine we all depend on. Labor historically is what will
With decreasing property valuésalong with increasing  make or break an economic system, nation, state, or mu-
credit interest rates, gas and food prices, higher wages argicipality. The fundamentals of basic human needs com-
thg only _thing that will provide the fuel for this consum- pined with fair wages and benefits can go a long way to
erist society. amending current and future economic situations.

As Harold Meyerson pointed out in his article for the Tne right to organize and collectively bargain should be
Washington Post, in the years 1947 and 1973, productivincjyded in our national Bill of Rights. The execution of

ity rose by 104 percent and median family income mir- these rights is an essential liberty, and as such should be
rored this figure. These are arguably the only real yearsonsidered a national treasure.

of Union power in this country. Between one quarter and
one third of the workforce was unionized, depending on
the year. For those that manage by the numbers, this must
have been intolerable.

In testimony given before the U.S. Senate Committee o
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions, Larry Mishal Spal your friends to check us out. .
President of the Economic Policy Institute, stated tha
years of research has shown that Unions play an impo
tant role in defining our economic viability. ltems worth www.oklahomarevelator.com
noting are:
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Near Verden, Oklahonda© Rachel Jackson

Your sponsorship ad could go here!
Contact us for more information
okrevelator@gmail.com

GIRightsLawyer.com Joy Mennonite Churc

The law firm of James M. Branum
An urban church dedicated to the Mennonite values of Peace,
dedicated to the cause of G. I Rights and Non-Violence Social Justice and the Radically Inclusive Love of Jesus Christ
Call Toll-Free 1-866-933-ARMY (2769)
All are welcome!
AWOL / DESERTION DEFENSE
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AVOIDING IRAQ DEPLOYMENTS 504 N. E. 16th Street, Oklahoma City
(405) 23649381 joymennonite@gmail.com
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Native Beat:
OZXYWGIHFZXJ%WYMJ %WMI ZWNXYNHWKNYX®%W TJIJXS°Y®WRJFSwW"

By Jay Goombi ingrained worldview that leads to people to believe that
tactics like assimilation, and fantasies like a global econ-
By most definitions (google it), heuristic pertains to judg- omy, are good things.

ing something by the fArule of thumbo or, the way | s
something that leads one to form a binding opinion of A heuristcb ased soci ety of this
something in ités entiret ywhahh wold desanibecas ehéos oroavarchypekedst e
ences with similar @At hi ng gules Itneadgorcateyorineghingsyeyverythiegtaddsevety-h i
as a thumbnail image that we see on the net. body! It needsto do this in order to function.

Letds go ahead and open Glhewpsten sdciety thabwe lare liviogrunder imess Heemne C
éfiscarecrow. 0 We then f i ndtreamlined dgerythirigtishavaitedla yn nicd reat llitke p
tures showing scary ones, packages Hegk, yourcanevenaget God, [ gou betielieythie s
floppy legged roadbuddy. You rapidly scan down until propaganda, in a nice leather bound, personally mono-
you find the appropriate image of the scarecrow yougrammed copy of his word. And if you would just rather
need. You click on that thumbnail and it opens anothergo straight to the words of Jesus and see what he said,
page that shows the i mage wihout having @ unglerstandsthie zmtire contaxa df wWhat w

heuristic is to me. was going on when he said it, you can get the copy that
has everything he said in nice red, bold print letters. That
ltds a shortcut, a | abel ,way,syyhwl do nbdnt ahbasvter atcat .woTrhr

supposed to help us get to the real information that we aréetails of the fuller truth.
searching for without having to do all that pesky research
ourselves. | gotta tell ya, that is wonderful when your Guiding your life by heuristics is fine if your decisions
research paper6és due dat eonlysvollegaumi ng and youdve was!H
your work time and most of your Pell grant at Bricktown
or down at 006 Co n n eshverdls our | Howeves if you uge teeashort sightadgtifvalkslike-a-
modern drivethru society, we can pull up to a fast food duckandtalkslike-a-duck logic that is born from a heav-
place, place an order, and the guy taking the order doesdly heuristic approach to make decisions that involve the
nét even have to know h o wgrdater whgkeeyod arefdbirsymibch more damage té hot
has to do is to be able to find the button that has a pictur@nly yourself but to the society.
of one on it. You really donot have to think that n
push this button for a burger, this one for a shake, thilk et 6 s say, you donodt even |
one for fries, and then just tell the guy with money the presidential candidates. Instead you make your decision
number that pops up at t henwhichpresidentidl baadidateypu vetedefor, basédtod s
for hurried lives these days. the tilted, heuristic snapshots provided to you from folks

|l i ke Limbaugh and O6Reilly
However, there are dangers in a society relying too heavparts on the left. If you voted their way, you are directly
ily on a heuristic approach. This approach relies in a largeaesponsible for the condition the world finds itself in to-
part on absolutes and generalizations. Like some acaday. You basically allowed them to proxy your vote. You
demic friends of mine ar e gdveitraday forfnotlEng.\5o, if yu losfiyaup lsoosk, yaure s
kil l you every timed and rdtigmentdundajlst evapdrated, mrsyouajobegot shippea r
i naccurate. 0 overseas after you embraced feawngering, usagainst

them heuristics, you ought to think for yourself next time
Heuristics fit nicely and are utilized heavily in many and do your own research.
forms by this modern Western society. The westdsto
chop things down to their lowest common denominator. But people can only operate and make decisions based on
They slice and dice every culture they come across anavh at t hey have experienced
dispose of what they see as primitive or irrelevant. Theyl dondt want to scratch at
appropriate what is left and absorb it into their culture. ever, if you have found yourself less secure and unsure of
This is the individualistic, dualistic, almost genetically (£
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your future because of your misguided vote those fourCoyote was running late. As he was sprinting to the gath-
years ago, | want to say thanks for joining the world thatering, he spied turkey sitting in his tree grooming himself

the rest of us occupy. We could use your help. after a long day of hunting and eating acorns and berries.

| heard a gentleman from Africa telling some traditionalin Hey Tur key, ainot you goi
stories from his homeland. | too, am a storyteller, but byasked.

no means of this gentlemandés caliber. Afterwards, [

if I could use one of his stories. He said it was an old Af-fi Na h , Il 6m too tired and all
ri can story, that didnét bBerodmg to anyone, and to fe
to use it. | told him | would adjust it to fit my Kiowa

background. He was happy with that and looked forwardfii B u t they said that it was
to hearing it someday. Afterwards, we traded stories andvas going to have to vote on something that could affect
went on. us all , o Coyote answered ba
A long time ago, all the animals were called to a greatii E h h go on! Leave me al on
council. It was an emergency meeting and all neededtda hey deci de wi I | be fine wi
attend. As the sun began to fall, the animals gathered in

the great circle around the fire, all except Coyote andCoy ot e sai d, AAAAI GHT DEN!
Turkey. way.

2008 American Indian Expo, Anadarko, OK © Rachel Jackson
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people be forced to carry this burden on our own. We did

As he got there, he saw Bear give the floor to Goose. not choose to do this. We spoke to the-teggeds and
they said that we should decide how to best handle this.
AAs you know, we h aieggeds o 1Be we bringvthisiohyout Shoult wedake turns giving our-

t hat have come to where weellviese tfor omemcf osst hdaier sfee
Goose stated.

Coyote interrupted, i1 ] us
He continued, iThey have bereatbed da globeadtongt wwhihc hwhms
of my people have been eaten in some sort of strangeny suggesti onéo
ceremony. Let me say that I dondét think ités fair t|

2008 American Indian Expo, Anadarko, OK © Rachel Jackson
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NINETY YEARS OF Gl RESISTANCE IN OKLAHOMA

by James M. Branum

Like most kids who grew up in Oklahoma, | had to take a
class in Oklahoma history to graduate from high school.
History education has improved a lot over the years, but
one thing | don't recall studying back in 1990 was the
history of Gl resistance in Oklahoma.

Gl Resistance is individual and collective action that
members of the military undertake to resist the situation
they are in. Such acts are inspired by many motives: con-
scientious objection to a particular war or to war in gen-
eral, frustration with one's command, or racial oppres-
sion. Most G.l. Resistance remains peaceful, but during
the Vietnam war some Gl's went as far as
2T UETT BPOT 2 wpUT UOPDOT WEwWI UET
who sent troops on senseless suicide missions. |, of
course, do not condone the violent kind of resistance, but
do point it out as an example of how far some GlI's have
gone to fight back against injustice.

G. 1. RESISTANCE IN OKLAHOMA

In Oklahoma history as well, there are examples of Gl

forcibly inducted, these young men continued to resist.
Even though they had been transported to a military base,
they refused to take the military oath and they refused to
put on the Army uniform.

In 1918, some of these young men made it to the pages of
the New York Times.

REFUSED WAR SERVICE; GET LONG PRISON TERMS
Forty -five Mennonites scheduled to Spend 25 Years at Fort
Leavenworth

SAN ANTONIO, Texas, June 10- Sentences of life imprison-

ment were imposed by court martial today upon fditg consci-
entious objectors who had refused to wear army uniforms. The
Eenténces Wepe@lugkdyq td@eivig Vears €aghpBrd. ©eh.iJU U u
P. O'Neil, who reviewed the records. General O'Neil designated
the Fort Leavenworth (Kan.) prison as the place of confinement.
The men will be sent to prison immediately.

Nearly all are from Oklahoma and are members of the Mennonite
faith. Some of the Mennonites have refused to bear arms, but
donned the uniform and accepted work in honcombatant units.

The men who were tried refused to put on the uniform and re-

fused to work in any capacity connected with the army.

The trials were held Friday and Saturday, and no evidence was
offered by the defense beyond the statement that the men were of a
faith objecting to physical force. None of the defendants offered
any explanation of their failure to obey the command to put on
uniforms.

WASHINGTON June 10.- Other factors than refusal to (sic)
wear the army uniform are assumed to here to be involved in the

11 UPUUEOGE] OWEODI whOwOi i wi &GBELE S eoraled, pergientisys giesi Y sens e s

and in the recent past.

1918- Drafted Oklahoma Mennonites Refused to Wear
Uniforms, Sentenced to 25 Years in Prison

During World War | there was no clear law that ex-
empted conscientious objectors from the draft. The result
was that many Oklahomans were either forcibly drafted
into the military at gunpoint or were prosecuted for re-
fusing to induct into the military. For many who were

to long terms of imprisonment today at Camp Travis. War De-
partment officials say that otherwise the punishment meted out
would be extremely severe.

Disloyal propaganda among campmates and other such offenses
might have been involved. It is recalled that one of the first objec-
tors brought before a court martial was sentenced to death on
account of such factors, though the sentence was modified when
brought to the department for final review.

(From the New York Times, June 11, 1918}
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19671968 ¢ Andy Stapp starts the American Service-
men's Union at Ft. Sill

Andy Stapp was a radical leftist college student. Like
many, he opposed the war in Vietham and wanted to
reach out to those in the military to encourage them to
not participate in the war, but Stapp took his desire one
step further + he joined the Army.

While in the Army he was subjected to an oppressive
system that he had only read about before, and realized
that rank and file Gl's were treated like dirt and were
seen as expendible by their commanders. From these ex-
periences, he and other liked mind Gl's started publish-
ing an underground newspaper The Bondand they went
public with their desire to unionize the military under

Jake's time in the reserves was uneventful but that was
soon to change. With the war in Irag looming, he was
told that his unit was going to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, to
train to go overseas. It was at Ft. Sill that he had an
epiphany. He realized when he was aiming his gun at a
human-shaped target that he was training to kill. This
never had troubled Jake before (mostly because he was
an Army cook and never thought he would have to shed
blood), but now he knew that he could be in place of

EOOEEUGwW3T 1 Ul wEUT wOOw?i UO6GOU wOH

is that the soldiers in his unit would be depending on
him to pull the trigger if they were in danger.

This incident led Jake to study the Bible with fresh eyes.
He sought to know whether it was moral for a Christian
to shed blood at the call of his or her nation. In the end,
Jake _came tq the conclusion that the_use of lethal force

Ol T weEOOT UwOl w?31 1 w Ol UPEEOwWI thRded tQ}oIQ\ﬁe%Udf'éﬂl%Pt%gaﬁse Jesus told

And Stapp was not alone in Oklahoma with his struggle.
Many of his comrades at Ft. Sill joined the movement,
and the anti-war movement at the University of Okla-
homa rallied around the ASU as well.

In the end, the Army had to get rid of Stapp. Politically, it
was impossible to execute him (as would have happened
in an earlier era), so Stapp faced two courtsmartial (the
first time he was convicted of refusing to open his foot-
locker and hand over his anti-war literature and the sec-
ond time he was acquitted of breaking restriction) and

OEUI UwPEUWOPEOI EwOUU0 WO wiOT T w Uda

discharge for his actions.

The ASU lived on though and continued to fight for the

rights of Gl's for the rest of the Vietnam War era. Their
message remained that the military should be a democ-
ratic institution where the officers were elected by the
rank and file, and that there was no place for oppression
based upon race or class in the military. 2

2006¢ Jake Malloy refuses to pick up his gun and train
at Ft. Sill, after being threatened with 40 years in prison

Jake Malloy grew up as Baptist in Missouri and lived his
life out of a desire to follow the teachings of Christ. Like
most young people in America, he never questioned the
morality of war and he decided to join the military at age

19.

OUUwUOw?20060wUl xEawi YPOwWi OGUwIi Y
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Jake Malloy speaking outside Joy
Mennonite Church, August 2008

Photo courtesy of IMBzine.com

Still, Jake wanted to do the right thing. He swore an oath
to the Army and he didn't want to violate that, so he filed
for conscientious objector status. Jake researched on his
own the regulations that allow for a soldier to file for CO
status while still in the military: (1) the soldier's beliefs
crystallized after enlistment, (2) the soldier is morally
opposed to war, (3) the soldier's beliefs are based in con-
science and not just expediency, and (4) the soldier's be-
liefs are sincere.

(&
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Based on his research, Jake wrote an eloquent and com-
prehensive statement to seek CO status and submitted it
to his commander. Jake also requested that he be given
non-combatant duties while his claim was being consid-
ered (as the regulations require), but Jake's commander
chose to ignore his request. The matter came to a point of
crisis when Jake was given the order to pick up his gun
for training. Jake respectfully refused. He was punished
and threatened with prison by his Commander as a re-
sult. Jake told him that he didn't want to go to prison, but
could not violate his conscience either.

Jake was notified that he was being courtmartialed for
disobeying several direct orders and contacted me seek-
ing help. At the time, | was volunteering during law

school doing GI Rights counseling with Joy Mennonite
Church and the Oklahoma Center for Conscience. |
worked together with Oklahoma City civil rights and

immigration attorney Rex Friend to prepare Jake for his
upcoming CO hearing and to also be ready to fight the
government if they proceeded with court -martialing Jake.

Jake had his CO hearing and received a favorable ruling,
however Jake's chain of command argued to the higher
authorities that the ruling should be disregarded. We
then had the chance to write a rebuttal to the command's
recommendation, which was then sent to the head of the
Army at the Pentagon.

In the end Jake's claim for CO was denied in a one sen-
tence response. Jake could have appealled the decision
EUOwWET OUT wOOOwOOwWPT 1 Owi i wpbEU
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To find out more about G.I. resistance both in the past

and today, visit SirNoSir.com or Couragetoresist.org.

—//:;537"' Continued from page 10: Com-
mon Ground & OK Character
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martial for the counts of disobeying orders.

Conclusion

These are only three stories, but | know there are many
other examples of Gl resistance here in Oklahoma. These
stories are all about people who heard their conscience
speak to them, and chose to act no matter what the cost.
We need to nurture that same kind of spirit, to be ready
to respond when called to a better path, or when we wit-
ness injustice.

NOTES

1 Since this article was published prior to 1923 it is now in the public
domain.

2 St app 6 sUplagains Thie Brask: The Amazing Story Of
The Fight To Unionize The United States Aisngut of print

but is available at used book stores online. To learn more about Andyj
Stapp and his work in Oklahoma, see http://tr.im/DbGo and this 2003

- qU0U 0
Some Inspiration for the Journey. . .

"The full moon of late July, early August it was, the
Moon of the Green Corn. It was not easy to per-
suade our poor white and black brother and sisters
to rise up. We told them that rising up, standing up,
whatever the consequences, would inspire future
generations. Our courage, our bravery would be
remembered and copied. That has been the Indiar§
way for centuries, since the invasioidght and
tell the story so that those who come after or
their descendants will rise up once again. It may
take a thousand years, but that is how we con-
tinue and eventually prevail!

- an Oklahoma Seminole woman, whose uncle was a leader in
the Green Corn Rebellion (Roxanne DurBar t i z A Gr o Wi
Okie 3 And R a d iAtteanative Oklahoma: Contrarian
Views of the Sooner Statrman; Univ. of Okla. Press 2007.)

ng

interview with him inThe Workers Worltdhttp://tr.im/Dbl5
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Cultural Front: +tHypxyvi %\ evvmsvw?

Reclaiming a Useful Term Appropriated and Abused by the Radical Right

by Jeanetta Calhoun Mish

My People

Are not quaint

They're not colorful

They ain't odd nor funny nor picturesque.

It makes me sore to hear or to see or to read
How you big long haired writers

Whack away at my people

Chew and cut and saw away at my people

Trying to make like you are their savior

Or their way shower

Or their finder,

Or their discoverer,

Like Balboa, like Columbo

Setting your maps and your charts and your pens
And stumbling onto my people

Like they was some sort of a new piece of land W

Sticking up out of an old body of water. & f -
Naleo )
| o - A

~ Woody Guthrie 4 , e

| was going to start out here by saying that "ever since
Rachel Jackson and | started talking about her wonderf
idea for a progressive Oklahoma quarterly," | have bee
trying to get my mind around what, exactly, is Okla-
homa's culture. But then, | realized I've been doing tha

all my life, partly because when you're from Oklahoma, b kend . id edi d
no matter where you go, you find yourself explaining that OVer Labor Day Weekend, your intrepid editors and one

the Oklahoma seen in movies (and now t.v.) isn't the reapf our contributing writers attended a conference in Albu-

Oklahoma. | imagine most anyone from anywhere couldduérqué on "Building a People’s Culture.” Most of the
say the same. Nonetheless, since | consider myself golks there were veteran culture warriors, community or-

writer, and a writer's job necessarily entails representa9aNiZers, & activists. And by veteran, | mean they were
tion, the question of how I represent the Oklahoma |2round for 1968; in fact, they were some of the people

know is an important one for me and has become an everiého made 1968 (as a cultural turnipgint) happen. We

more pressing question with the publication of ®ida- arned a lot from our elders but we also learned a lot
homa RevelatorHow do | make sure that I'm telling my 7O @ young woman under thirty who had been raised in
own bit of the truth from the grassroots, and not, like the@" activist household and who continues to serve her own

"long haired writers” Woody Guthrie was chastising in commgnity_as a culture warrior. We al§o learned humility
the opening poem, either presenting "my people” as herewhile listening to a woman who ha_ld lived througjust
the bombing of Nagasaki, a woman who has

tofore undiscovered exotics or presuming | can know and®2€!Y -

represent everything there is to know about thiiembout ~ SPEN her entire life testifying to the horrors of nuclear
us! - measured and charted. As a writer, | must certainlyVar In the abiding belief that she can help prevent an-

be honest about our cul tupPiesél O% S At tFec‘_:BnFﬁfe'FFg were sguggling withy, ¢
| should also help uncover our strengths and reveal oufluestions of what constitutes a People’s Culture; how can
potential. How should 1 go about being an Oklahoma cul-We Puild upon it for social good; how do we honor what's
ture warrior? (£

Tecumseh, OK June 2008 © JLC Mish
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morally fine and sift out what's morally coarse? How canbass player Anna Paine have rendered in a Django
art, in all of its forms, examine, reflect, and represent theReinhardt style. Anna Paine provides a richly complex
People's Culture? I'm not sure we ever came to a finabass line for all the cuts on the band's eponymous album,
answer, but we did all agree that while there are elementsften counterpointing the top rhythm, while drummer
of previous decades' culture still extant and vital, that cul-Sarah Garde provides a consistent and subtle framework.
tural events and objects are taking new forms in the infor-The band's lyrics are often introspective armake use of
mation age. |, personally, came to the conclusion thathatural imagery, particularly on the song "Let Go," with
every time we evoke a culture hero from the past (Woodyits refrain, "I am becoming part of the woods." Their al-
Guthrie, for instance) we should also look around to seebum includes one overtly political track, "The Knights of
who's doing the kind of cultural work Woody was, today. the Underworld," that criticizes the Iraq war and insists
| have gotten tired of hearing people say, "oh, if only that "it is ok to think for yourself." However, in songs
Woody were around,” it's time for us to put our shoul- like "Be Able," (which asks "why do we choose not to be
ders to the wheel. Woody's off to a wdliserved rest.  able to/why don't we choose to/be able")' and the cut enti-
But | do believe we can use models, so for this issue'sled "Silver Streams," the band consistently interrogates
column, I'd like to introduce you to two people as model how the construction of our inner lives affects how we
culture warriors who have built their artistic contributions make (or could remake) our social lives. What makes me
upon Oklahoma People's Culture and alongside a recogthink of this band as Oklahoma culture warriors when
nition of their work, I'd like to introduce you to two cur- there's not one track on the album that could be unmis-
rent Okie culture warriors, an Oklahoma City woman takably identified as "Okie"? Even the band's dangerous
who has designed an amazing photographic project anghonkytonk) woman song, "Angel in Red," is revisionist
the other, a fabulous alternaroots band from up Tahle-and offers only the most distant salute to traditional coun-
guah way. I'm not really going to spend any time on thetry and western takes on the theme. "Fiddle" is the most
first of my model culture warriors. Woody Guthrie is a "folkie" sounding song on the album, but its lyrics have
spirit guide for theOklahoma Revelatoand his work is  the ballad's traveldnero lighting out not for the territo-
revered worl dwi de. | f y 0 uriésr; it fot AtlantisnTge banad beldgslinahis @atuann oa n
don't know much about Wo o @klahoma tubureevarors because.the hew&O&lahomwa,| |
past time you surfed on over to tthéody Guthrie Foun- the Oklahoma of the present and future is really not so
dation and Archiveand got yourself an education. While different from the one of the pasthere is no "typical"
webre speaking of -3mthsughelét a rokie dnythingy Fa every staliefl definitive characteris-
me introduce you to a contemporary example: the bandic of Oklahoma music, for instance, ther&isvhat ap-
My Tea Kind. pears to those who think categorically a counter
characteristic: there is Bob Wills and there is the Flaming
| discovered the band My Tea Kind when they opened forLips. There is Jimmy LaFave and there is Michael
Ani DiFranco at the Cain's in September. The band conHedges. There is Hanson and there is the late, great D.C.
sists of three sisters Bonnie Paine, Anna Paine, and Minner. A similar existential categodylurring occurs in
Sarah Gardé and the odd man in, James Townsend. TheOklahoma visual art and in some of its literary arts. My
first thing that caught my attention was the incredible Tea Kind is a band of Oklahoma culture warriors pre-
washboard technique of lead singer Bonnie Paine. | don'tisely because they make music from their own roots,
think any print description could do it justice, but the topographical, artistic, familial, cultural, and they don't
closest | can come is to say that Bonnie has done fokowtow to any preconceived notions of what an Okla-
washboard what Hendrix did for the electric guitar and homa band should sound like.
Béla Fleck did for the banje like Fleck and Hendrix,
Paine has remagined her instrument, invented new licks, There is no doubt that there are misconceptions among
and ventured into broader musical territory. Bonnie's leadoutlanders of what Oklahoma musiciisand not only
vocals are distinctive and oftentimes ethereal; her voiceamong outlanders, unfortunately. If you don't believe me,
and the band's lyrical surrealism are somewhat reminisgo back and have a look at all those centennial celebra-
cent of Mazzy Star. When James Townsend takes on leations; even the folkin-charge of that series of events
vocals in addition to his lead guitar duties, he brings adidn't seem to know what Oklahoma music consisted of,
wry tone to the group's generally dreamlike sound. Town-outside of the usual country music suspédior did
send's guitar work is faultless and impressive, especiallythey seem to know what it sounded like; as a case in
on "Les Chants Joyeaux," a French art song written bypoint, | offer "Oklahoma Rising." | respect Jimmy Webb,
Louis Gallet sung in French by Bonnie, which he andbut "Oklahoma Rising," is a soulless, unsingable, un-
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memorable, corporate piece of pap that sounds likeitwasvor | d around us in a diffe
written-by-committee for an Eighties advertising cam- n o rTibesMiss Oklahoma Projedbes just that.

paign. The same advertising campaign included many

beautiful photographs to counter the astonishing but

nonetheless actually existing perceptions of outlander 6 | | return here in this |
folks who think the entire state is a Dust Bowhitill. culture warri or , haswwitked bdth k e
There are others who think the entire state is a series ahside and outside the official cultural state apparati:

picturesque mainstreets yet who neglect to mention the&=r ank Par man. | 0ve -anekkard m

absence of people on those streets. Don't get me wrongnan collaborator, Arn Hendersbrto sketch out an over-
one reason | came back home after years of wanderingin i ew o f Frankdés contributic
various deserts is because | missed the natural beauty &rn writes:
Oklahoma, especially those perfect early fall days, exem-

plified by the day | wrote this column: 76 degrees, clear

blue sky; the grass and most of the leaves are still green

and my tomatoes are as red as our first state flag. But

there are ghosts in the land and not just a few on the

streets of small towns and Molly O'Connofke Miss

Oklahoma Projectaptures the haunted emptiness of ru-

ral Oklahoma.The Miss Oklahoma Projectreated with

support from the Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition, is a

series of photographs of Barbara, "Babs," a lovely young
mannequin dressed in motley finery and sporting a "Miss
Oklahoma" banner across her surely-ofiproportion

bosom. When thdProject is entered through its main

flash-based web portal, the photographs are accompanied

by an otherworldly electronic soundscape designed by

Jeanluc Cohen. The concept and photographs are those

of O'Connor, one of the new guard at the Oklahoma Arts

Council. She and Babs travel around the state, stopping at
interesting locations; a few of the photographs are taken

in cities, most are in small towns and rural areas. Babs

poses for her photographer in bars and flower gardens, on

empty streets and in junkyards. The photographs them-

selves are lovely; lushly colorful, welamed, lit mostly

with late afternoon sunlight. But there is an undeniable
strangeness about them; they remind me somehow of

Wal | ace St evenos poem fThe Anecdot e of t he Jar , o

wherein the poet pl aces fa jar in Tennesseeod that |
the slovenly wildernesso rise up to it. Like the jal
t akes fidomi ni on everywhere, 0 centering t he Okl ahoma

landscape and built environment around her apparition.
Although many of the photographs have been taken on
recognizable main streets, there is no person other than
Babs visible; her presence underscores the absence &ffank Parman has been one of the leading advocates of
vibrant smaltown life and challenges the observer to the arts in Oklahoma throughout the entirety of the sec-
ponder that lack, its causes and its meanings. Oklahomand half of the twentieth century. As playwright and poet,
often thinks of itself as a mostly rural state, but can thathe authored imaginative and original works in the voice
autoperception be accurate when there is not one persoff contemporary literature. And, as such, became a re-
other than this visiting simulacrum to be seen? This is notspected and primary stimulus of the avgatde. As a co

a trivial question; to ask it is to open up a series of ques-founding partner of Cottonwood Arts Foundation, Par-
tions about who we really are as Oklahomans and whonands Point Riders Press,
we might become. Art is supposed to help us see thdion of poetry of the American West. Principal among
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